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Creating an Autism-Inclusive Classroom

This guide offers practical strategies to begin building a neuro-
affirming classroom environment. It's a preview of our full-day
training workshops and comprehensive best practice checklist.

1. Build Relationships First
e Focus on connection before correction.
e Allocate time in the first few weeks to observe
and follow the child’s lead.
e« Ensure every staff member sees the child as
capable, curious, and worthy of delight.

2. Strength-Based, Individualised

Support
e Know the child’s baseline strengths and
needs across developmental areas.
e Use a strengths-focused lens when
planning support or adapting activities.
e Include their interests in the daily routine
for improved engagement.

3. Visual and Predictable

Communication
e Use consistent visual supports (schedules,
choice boards, cues).
o Simplify verbal language; pair it with
visuals wherever possible.
e Consider how transitions are
communicated and supported (visual
timers, social stories, photo prompts).
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4. Adapt the Environment

e Reduce sensory overwhelm (declutter, limit
noise, use clear visual boundaries).

e Incorporate movement breaks and calm
areas.

e Provide alternatives for children with
sensory differences (e.g. tactile play using
tools instead of hands).

5. Team Communication and Consistency

e Establish communication systems with
families early (communication books,
regular check-ins).

e Ensure all educators, relief staff, and
specialists understand the child’s profile
and support strategies.

e« Encourage shared responsibility for visual '
supports and inclusive planning. !

Want to Dive Deeper?
This guide offers a foundation—but there’s so
much more we can do together.
Join one of our workshops to explore:
e Positive Behaviour Support
Executive Functioning Supports
Social Scaffolding
Whole-School Inclusion Practices
Collaborating with Therapists and Families
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